
1st Station: Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

 

 

In the garden, Jesus stepped into a divine appointment—one that would 

lead to His surrender into the hands of His enemies. In this moment, His 

earlier words come into striking clarity: His life was not being taken from 

Him; it was being willingly laid down. Every step toward the cross was 

marked by authority, obedience, and love. 

 

Overwhelmed by the weight of what lay 

ahead, Jesus poured out His heart before the 

Father. His anguish was so intense that His 

sweat became drops of blood, revealing the 

depth of the spiritual burden He carried. He 

faced not only physical suffering, but the 

impending separation from the Father as He 

bore the sin of the world. Yet even in this agony, 

His prayers reflected both honesty and 

surrender—asking if there might be another 

way, while ultimately submitting fully to the 

will of God. Though He invited His closest 

companions to watch and pray with Him, they 

faltered, overcome by their own weakness, 

while He remained steadfast in obedience. 

 

Matthew 26:36-41 

36Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *told His disciples, 

“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37And He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with 

Him, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38Then He *said to them, “My soul is 

deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.”39And He went a 

little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let 

this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” 40And He *came to the disciples and 

*found them sleeping, and He *said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for 

one hour? 41Keep watching and praying, so that you do not come into temptation; the 

spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
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2nd Station: Jesus, betrayed by Judas, Is Arrested 

 

 

During the Passover meal, Jesus revealed that betrayal would come 

from within His own circle. As confusion and sorrow filled the room, He 

addressed Judas directly—yet with an awareness that went beyond the man 

himself, recognizing the spiritual forces at work. Even in this moment, 

nothing unfolded outside of His authority. 

 

Jesus, looking at Judas but addressing Satan who had entered him, said, 

“What you do, do quickly.” Just as God permitted the testing of Job, Jesus 

allowed these events to proceed according to divine purpose. This was not a 

loss of control, 

but a 

demonstration of 

it. The betrayal, 

the arrest, and all 

that followed 

were not forced 

upon Him—they 

were embraced. 

Once again, we 

are reminded: His 

life was not taken; 

it was given—

freely and 

intentionally—for the sake of humanity. 

Mark 14:43-46 

43And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, *came up, 

accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs who were from the chief priests, the scribes, and 

the elders. 44Now he who was betraying Him had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I 

kiss, He is the one; arrest Him and lead Him away under guard.” 45And after coming, Judas 

immediately went to Him and *said, “Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 46And they laid hands on Him 

and arrested Him. 
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3rd Station: Jesus Condemned by the Sanhedrin 

 

 

Following His unlawful arrest, Jesus was brought before the 

Sanhedrin—religious leaders who, rather than seeking truth, were determined 

to secure His death. Driven by fear and threatened by His authority, they 

abandoned their own laws, constructing false accusations to justify their 

desired outcome. 

 

Their rejection of Jesus revealed a deeper issue: they could not accept a 

Messiah who did not conform to their expectations. Instead of an earthly ruler 

who would elevate their position, Jesus proclaimed a heavenly kingdom that 

challenged their power and exposed their pride. In their blindness, they 

condemned the very One they had long awaited. 

 

 

Luke 22:66-71 

66When it was day, 

the Council of elders of the 

people assembled, 

both chief priests and scribes, 

and they led Him away to their 

council chamber, 

saying, 67“If You are 

the Christ, tell us.” But He 

said to them, “If I tell you, you 

will not believe; 68and if I 

ask a question, you will not 

answer. 69But from now on the 

Son of Man will be seated at 

the right hand of the power of God.” 70And they all said, “So You are the Son of God?” And He 

said to them, “You say correctly that I am.” 71And then they said, “What further need do we 

have of testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth!” 
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4th Station: Jesus Is Denied by Peter 

 

 

Despite his bold declarations 

of loyalty, Peter was warned that 

he would deny Jesus. Confident in 

his own strength, he could not 

imagine such failure. Yet when the 

moment came, fear overtook 

conviction. 

 

Peter followed at a 

distance—a subtle but significant 

shift that revealed an internal 

struggle before his outward denial. 

One by one, under pressure and 

fear of association, he denied even 

knowing Jesus. By the third 

denial, the weight of his actions 

became undeniable. In a moment 

of painful clarity, Peter recognized 

his failure and was overcome with 

sorrow. His story stands as a 

sobering reminder of human weakness, but also a powerful foreshadowing of 

grace and restoration. 

Matthew 26:69-75 

69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a slave woman came to him and said, “You 

too were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not 

know what you are talking about.” 71When he had gone out to the gateway, another slave 

woman saw him and *said to those who were there, “This man was with Jesus of 

Nazareth.” 72And again he denied it, with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73A little later the 

bystanders came up and said to Peter, “You really are one of them as well, since even the 

way you talk gives you away.” 74Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man!” 

And immediately a rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the statement that Jesus had made: 

“Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
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5th Station: Jesus Is Judged by Pilate 

 

 

Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, found himself in a position of 

authority—yet lacking the courage to act on truth. Though he examined Jesus 

and declared Him innocent, he ultimately bowed to the relentless pressure of 

the crowd and religious leaders. 

 

In a symbolic gesture, Pilate attempted to distance himself from 

responsibility by washing his hands. Yet 

the injustice remained. While history 

often points to Pilate as the one who 

authorized Jesus’ suffering, the greater 

reality remains unchanged: this was not a 

tragedy outside of control, but a sacrifice 

within it. Jesus willingly endured the 

path set before Him, offering Himself for 

the redemption of all. 

 

Mark 15:1-5 

1Early in the morning the chief priests with the 

elders, scribes, and the 

entire [a]Council immediately held a consultation; 

and they bound Jesus and led Him away, and 

turned Him over to Pilate. 2Pilate questioned Him: 

“So You are the King of the Jews?” And He 

answered him, “It is as you say.” 3And the 

chief priests started accusing Him of 

many things. 4But Pilate questioned Him again, 

saying, “Do You offer nothing in answer? See how many charges they are 

bringing against You!” 5But Jesus said nothing further in answer, so Pilate was amazed. 
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6th Station: Jesus Is Scourged, Crowned with Thorns, and Handed 

Over to Be Crucified 

 

 

The intent was no longer merely execution—it was humiliation, 

degradation, and a public display of cruelty. Jesus was mocked, beaten, and 

scorned beyond comprehension. The brutality inflicted upon Him was both 

physical and deeply personal, designed to strip Him of dignity and identity. 

 

Yet through it all, Jesus 

remained unwavering. He 

embodied the suffering Servant, 

fully aware of the purpose behind 

every blow. The scourging alone 

left His body torn and disfigured, a 

visible testament to the cost of sin. 

Still, the crowd was not satisfied. 

Their cries for crucifixion grew 

louder, and Pilate, yielding once 

more, handed Him over. 

 

Even in this darkest moment, 

Jesus remained resolute—fixed on 

the cross, committed to the 

mission, and driven by love for 

those He came to save. 

 

John 19:11-16 

1So Pilate then took Jesus and [a]had Him flogged. 2And the soldiers twisted together a crown 

of thorns and placed it on His head, and put a purple [b]cloak on Him; 3and they repeatedly 

came up to Him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and slapped Him in the face again and again. 

4And then Pilate came out again and *said to them, “See, I am bringing Him out to you so that 

you will know that I find no grounds at all for charges in [c]His case.” 5Jesus then came out, 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate *said to them, “Behold, the Man!” 



6So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they shouted, saying, “Crucify, crucify!” 

Pilate *said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him; for I find no grounds for charges in 

[d]His case!” 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, 

because He made Himself out to be the Son of God!”8Therefore when Pilate heard this 

statement, he was even more afraid; 9and he entered the [e]Praetorium again and *said to Jesus, 

“Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10So Pilate *said to Him, “Are you not 

speaking to me? Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to 

crucify You?” 11Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority [f]over Me at all, if it had 

not been given to you from above; for this reason the one who handed Me over to you has the 

greater sin.” 12As a result of this, Pilate [g]made efforts to release Him; but the Jews shouted, 

saying, “If you release this Man, you are not a friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out 

to be a king opposes Caesar!”13Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, 

and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement—but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 

14Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour. And he *said 

to the Jews, “Look, your King!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Station: Jesus Bears the Cross 

 

 

The cross was not merely an instrument of death—it was a symbol of 

shame, suffering, and complete humiliation. Designed to prolong agony, it 

represented the harshest form of Roman execution. 

 

Already weakened from severe scourging, Jesus was forced to carry the 

heavy crossbeam toward His place of execution. Every step was marked by 

exhaustion and pain. The physical reality of crucifixion was relentless—each 

breath a struggle, each movement an agony. Yet He pressed forward, bearing 

not only the weight of the cross, but the weight of humanity’s sin. 

 

 

John 19:15-17 

15 So they shouted, “Away with Him, away with 

Him, crucify Him!” Pilate *said to them, “Shall I 

crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, 

“We have no king except Caesar.”16So he then 

handed Him over to them to be crucified. 17They 

took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing 

His own cross, to the place called the Place of a 

Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8th Station: Jesus Is Helped by Simon of Cyrene 

 

 

As Jesus’ strength gave way under the burden of the cross, Simon of 

Cyrene was compelled to carry it. What may have seemed like an interruption 

became a divine assignment. 

 

In this moment, we see how God weaves ordinary lives into 

extraordinary purposes. Simon’s act was not by accident—it was part of a 

greater story. His involvement highlights both the depth of Jesus’ physical 

suffering and the reality of His humanity. Even in weakness, the mission 

moved forward. 

 

 

 

Mark 15:21 

21They pressed into service a passer-by coming from the country, Simon of Cyrene (the father of 

Alexander and Rufus), to bear His cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9th Station: Jesus Is Crucified 

 

 

As Jesus hung upon the cross, His words revealed the fullness of His 

identity and mission. In unimaginable suffering, He spoke forgiveness, 

extended grace, demonstrated 

compassion, and fulfilled prophecy. 

 

Each statement carried eternal 

significance. From offering 

forgiveness to His persecutors, to 

granting salvation to a repentant 

thief, to caring for His mother, Jesus 

revealed a love that transcends 

human understanding. Even His cry 

of abandonment reflected the 

profound weight of sin He bore on 

behalf of the world. 

 

When He declared, “It is 

finished,” it was not a cry of defeat, 

but a proclamation of victory. The 

work of redemption was complete. 

Sin was atoned for, the debt was paid, and the way to salvation was fully 

secured. In His final breath, He entrusted His spirit to the Father, 

demonstrating unwavering faith and perfect obedience to the very end. 

 

Luke 23:33-34 

33When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one 

on the right and the other on the left. 34But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do 

not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 

 

 



10th Station: Jesus Promises His Kingdom to the Repentant Thief 

 

 

Amid the suffering of crucifixion, one of the criminals experienced a 

profound transformation. What began as mockery turned into recognition and 

faith. In Jesus, he saw innocence, authority, and hope. 

 

Without knowledge of theology or time to prove himself, he simply 

believed. And in response, Jesus offered him the ultimate assurance—eternal 

life. This moment powerfully illustrates that salvation is not earned, but 

given. Even in His final hours, Jesus continued to seek and save, extending 

grace to all who would believe. 

 

 

Luke 23:39-43 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not 

the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” 40 But the other responded, and rebuking him, said, “Do you 

not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 

are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our crimes; but this Man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your 

kingdom!” 43 And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 

 

 



11th Station: Jesus Speaks to His Mother and the Disciple 

 

 

Even in the midst of excruciating pain, Jesus remained attentive to the 

needs of others. Seeing His mother and the disciple He loved, He entrusted 

her into John’s care. 

 

This act reflects not only His compassion, but His unwavering sense of 

responsibility. Despite the weight of the cross, He did not overlook the 

personal. His love was both vast and intimate—concerned with the 

redemption of the world, yet attentive to the care of one grieving mother. In 

this, we see the fullness of His character: sacrificial, compassionate, and 

deeply personal. 

 

 

John 19:25-27 

25 Therefore the 

soldiers did these 

things. But standing 

by the cross of Jesus 

were His mother, 

and His mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife 

of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 26 

When Jesus then 

saw His mother, and 

the disciple whom 

He loved standing 

nearby, He *said to 

His mother, 

“Woman, behold, 

your son!” 27 Then He *said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple 

took her into his own household. 

 

 



12th Station: Jesus Dies on the Cross 

 

 

The mission had been fulfilled. Every prophecy, every promise, every 

purpose had reached completion. Jesus had glorified the Father and 

accomplished the work He was sent to do. 

 

As He surrendered His spirit, the world itself responded. Darkness 

covered the land, the earth shook, and the temple veil was torn from top to 

bottom—signifying that the barrier between God and humanity had been 

removed. Access to the Father was no longer restricted; it had been opened 

through the sacrifice of the Son. 

 

Even the Roman centurion, a witness to these events, could not deny 

what he saw. In awe and fear, he declared the truth: Jesus was the Son of 

God. In His death, the power of sin was broken, and the hope of 

reconciliation was made available to all. 

 

 

Luke 23:44-46 

44 It was now about [a]the sixth hour, and darkness [b]fell over the whole land until [c]the ninth 

hour, 45 [d]because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn [e]in two. 46 And 

Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having 

said this, He breathed His last. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13th Station: Jesus Is Placed in the Tomb 

 

 

In the aftermath of these events, quiet acts of courage and devotion 

emerged. Joseph of Arimathea stepped forward, risking his reputation to 

honor Jesus in death. Alongside Nicodemus, he ensured that Jesus was given 

a proper burial, fulfilling prophecy and demonstrating deep reverence. 

 

Meanwhile, efforts to secure the tomb only served to reinforce what 

was to come. The sealed stone and posted guard, intended to prevent 

deception, would instead bear witness to an undeniable truth. 

 

These final moments are not marked by defeat, but by anticipation. The 

sacrifice had been made, the price had been paid, and the stage was set for 

resurrection. In the stillness of the tomb, hope remained alive—pointing 

forward to victory, restoration, and the promise of new life for all who 

believe. 

 

Matthew 27:57-60 

57 When it was evening, there came a 

rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 

who himself had also become a disciple 

of Jesus. 58 This man went to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him. 59 And 

Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 

clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his 

own new tomb, which he had hewn out 

in the rock; and he rolled a large stone 

against the entrance of the tomb and 

went away. 

 

 


